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CONPIDENTIAL BAGHDAD 1331 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 

TAGS: PINR, PINS, PGOV, IZ 

SUBJ: NEW PURGES IN MILITARY AND POLICE 

1 . WITHIN PAST TEN DAYS, REGIME HAS CARRIED OUT MAJOR 
PURGES OP AIR PORCE AND POLICE, ACCORDING TO IRAQI AND 
DIPLOMATIC SOURCES. AIR PORCE PURGE INVOLVES 
RETIREMENT OP AIR PORCE COS HAMID SHAABAN AND HIS 
REPLACEMENT BY BRIGADIER JASSAM MUHAMMAD AL-JIBOURI. 

AN ADDITIONAL 1 1 OR 12 SENIOR OPPICERS (NAMES UNKNOWN) 

ARE ON AIR PORCE RETIREMENT LIST. 

2. SENIOR ARAB DIPLOMAT PROVIDED US WITH LIST OP 37 
HIGH-RANKING POLICE OPPICERS WHO HAVE ALSO BEEN PORCED 
INTO RETIREMENT. SOURCE SAID THAT PURGE OF AN ADDITIONAL 
48 LOWER-RANKING POLICE OPPICERS WAS ALSO INVOLVED. LIST 
POLLOWS BY POUCH. A LOCAL SOURCE CLAIMING INTELLIGENCE 
ACCESS HAS TOLD US THAT "HUNDREDS" OF POLICE OFPICERS ARE 
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BEING RETIRED, MOSTLY POR RELATIVE INCOMPETENCE. 

3. COMMENT: THESE MOST RECENT PURGES DO NOT APPEAR 
TO INVOLVE ALLEGATIONS OP COMMUNIST BACKGROUNDS OR 
ASSOCIATIONS. ALTHOUGH THERE MAY BE SOME CASES OF 
SUSPECTED COOPERATION OR SYMPATHY WITH LOCAL COMMUNISTS, 
RETIREMENT IN THE IRAQI SYSTEM IS A NORMAL MEANS POR 
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REMOVAL BOTH OF INCOMPETENTS AND OF MEN JUDGED TO BE 
OVERLY AMBITIOUS. WITH RESPECT TO THE MILITARY, TENSIONS 
BETWEEN THE POLITICAL LEADERSHIP AND THE SENIOR OFFICER 
CORPS HAVE EMERGED SINCE THE APPOINTMENT OF ADNAN 
KHAIRALLA AS MINISTER OF DEFENSE AND HIS PROMOTION TO 
AIR MARSHALL. IT ALSO SEEMS POSSIBLE THAT SOME OF THE 
SENIOR AIR FORCE OFFICERS HAD A PROFESSIONAL COMMITMENT TO 
SOVIET MILITARY TRAINING AND SUPPLY RELATIONSHIPS WHICH 
THE POLITICAL LEADERSHIP JUDGED INAPPROPRIATE AT TIME THAT 
AIR FORCE IS PREPARING TO RECEIVE MIRAGE JETS FROM 
FRANCE. BRIGADIER SHAABAN IS A GOOD EXAMPLE OF AN OFFICER 
WITH GOOD BAATH PARTY CREDENTIALS WHO, WHILE GENERALLY 
REGARDED AS A STAUNCH ANTI-COMMUNIST, HAS BEEN CLOSELY 
INVOLVED WITH EFFORTS TO BUILD UP THE AIR FORCE WITH 
SOVIET HELP. 

4. IT WOULD BE MISLEADING TO ASSUME THAT SERIES OF 
PURGES WE HAVE WITNESSED IN FIRST HALF OF 1978 ARE 
SOMEHOW PART OF A MASTER PLAN. VARIETY OF FACTORS, ONLY 
ONE OF WHICH IS CONCERN OVER SUSPECTED ACTIVITY OF 
LOCAL COMMUNISTS, MUST ENTER IN. PARANOIA OF IRAQI 
REGIME IN ALL MATTERS VAGUELY RELATED TO INTERNAL 
SECURITY IS PROBABLY THE SINGLE THREAD COMMON TO PURGES 
WHICH HAVE NOW TOUCHED MILITARY SERVICES, POLICE, DIPLOMATIC 
SERVICE, INFORMATION MINISTRY, UNIVERSITIES AND LAWYERS. 
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